
Umanga Pandit Chhetri, Nepal 
Personal credentials:  

- See attached CV 

Candidates vision of the future / ambitions: 

- Nepal is one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, and I have seen and heard 
about communities facing some of the most pressing water-related hazards, from glacial lake 
outburst floods in the Himalayas to seasonal flooding that devastates lives and livelihoods in the 
lowlands. As a water and sanitation professional, my future work will be rooted in this reality.  

My goal is to work as a practitioner focused on community-level disaster risk reduction, with a 
specific emphasis on flood and GLOF risk mapping and early warning systems. Through my 
Master's at IHE Delft (Track: Water Hazards, Risks and Climate), I aim to develop the technical 
expertise to translate complex hydrological data into tools and resources that are actually useful 
to the communities most at risk, much like I began doing through the DASTAA project in 
Sudurpaschim. I see myself working both within Nepal and internationally, bridging the gap 
between research and on-the-ground action. 

This aligns directly with Rotary's mission to provide clean water and sanitation, protect the 
environment, and help communities affected by extreme weather and natural disasters become 
more resilient. Rotary's commitment to science-based evidence and building resilient 
communities that are safe, healthy, and sustainable mirrors exactly the kind of work I want to do, 
grounding DRR practice in rigorous research while keeping vulnerable communities at the center.  

Ultimately, I believe lasting change in water and sanitation comes from working with 
communities, not just for them. That value of service, integrity, and collective action is one I share 
with Rotary, and one I intend to carry into every aspect of my professional life. 

Assessment local Rotary Club:  

- Rotary Club of Budhanilkantha selected Umanga Pandit Chhetri through a interview process 
focused on academic excellence and community impact. With a CGPA of 3.81 from Kathmandu 
University, she is a first-class graduate who secured the top merit position during her entrance. 
Beyond academics, her professional work at Naxa Pvt. Ltd. involved direct engagement with 
flood-vulnerable communities to translate technical data into actionable early warning systems. 
Her global recognition as a Climate Science Olympiad winner (top 0.006% globally) and her role 
as a Climate Change Educator demonstrate the leadership qualities Rotary seeks in future WASH 
professionals 

Assessment Rotary Scholarship Team:  

- Smart and enthusiastic girl. Sufficient professional and volunteer experience in relevant projects, 
especially in the field of flood and melt hazards. Very relevant in the Himalayas. Also experience 
with community work. After returning, she will share her knowledge and apply it in Rotary 
projects, and also in those of the other Nepalese RCs. Good candidate. Rotary strong!!  

Assessment IHE selection team: 

- Communications Associate (till November 2025). BSc Environmental Science (2025) 3.81/4 
distinction. Good candidate. 
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